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MISSION
EXCELLENCE

NICA will foster passion, 
creativity, and a high level of  
skill in its graduates who will  
be recognised as inspiring 
circus artists.

INNOVATION

NICA will deliver innovative 
training programs to  
talented students, whose  
work will re-imagine circus  
and provide stimulating, 
evocative and sometimes 
challenging performances.

LEADERSHIP

NICA graduates and staff will 
take a leadership role in shaping 
the Australian circus arts industry.

ACCESS

NICA will provide opportunities 
for a wide range of participants 
in its courses, workshops and 
performance program.

GOALS
	 	Drive excellence and support 

world-class endeavour and 
achievement in the education 
and training of circus artists.

	 	Establish a strong regional, 
national and international 
presence.

	 	Build a robust and sustainable 
organisation.

	  Build strong relationships 
with industry and the wider 
community.

  Develop strong academic 
foundations that support a 
research culture and ensure 
quality in education and training.

VIS ION
NICA will be an internationally 
renowned Australian Centre of 
Excellence in education, training, 
performance and research in 
contemporary circus.

V IS ION 
MISSION  
GOALS

Image: 2016 NICA graduate Ryan Darwin. Aaron Walker Photography. Image (Top Right): NICA student Amanda Lee. Aaron Walker Photography.
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Image: NICA first year student Emily Chilvers. Aaron Walker Photography.Image: 2016 NICA graduate Lachlan Sukroo. Aaron Walker Photography.

As Chair of the NICA Board, I invite you 

to read the following pages and enjoy 

the highlights and images of our young 

circus artists hard at work honing their 

skills as they progress through their 

studies. The academic year is always a 

full program of activities and special 

events, but it is as we begin a new 

season that I reflect on the sheer effort 

put in by our student body and the 

NICA staff.

There were a number of special 

projects throughout 2016 particularly 

in relation to our outreach programs 

and collaborations with other countries. 

The global circus family really is 

supportive of each other and there 

is much to learn as we engage with 

others around the world. In particular, 

the work of Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM 

Director (International Engagement) 

was exceptional in 2016 with a number 

of presentations at international 

conferences and plans for exchange 

opportunities into the future. These 

augur well for expanding NICA’s 

international reach and strengthening its 

international standing.

I would like to thank the current Board 

Directors: Mr Michael O’Loughlin,  

Mr David Coltman and Professor Robbie 

Robertson for their attention to detail in 

providing sound governance for NICA. In 

addition, thank you to the past years of 

service by outgoing Board Directors Ms 

Kirsten Jeffery and Mr Jeffrey Smart, and 

Company Secretary Mr Kornel Koffsovitz. 

I am delighted to present  
the 2016 Annual Report 
for the National Institute of 
Circus Arts (NICA). This was 
a year of exploration and 
future planning, positioning 
NICA to continue to 
produce elite circus artists 
who are placing themselves 
well in the global industry.

The Board had a productive year as 

it considered future initiatives for 

the sustainability and growth of the 

organisation. This resulted in NICA being 

able to further consolidate its future 

viability through achieving financial 

reserves for the third consecutive year. 

As a result, the Board at its final 

meeting for the year, was in a position 

to approve a commitment to use some 

of those reserves to implement Stage 

1 of the Building Master Plan. This will 

be a yearlong project for 2017 that will 

see a refurbishment of the staff offices 

and additional workshop and storage 

facilities applied to the east end of the 

main building. The Board’s intention is to 

ensure that NICA can operate effectively 

and be able to look forward to a vibrant 

and strong future in facilities mapped 

out in the Master Plan, as it comes to 

fruition over the next five to ten years.

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the Pratt Foundation, the 

Sun Foundation, Swinburne University 

and the City of Stonnington for their 

generous support in 2016. The funding 

helped support students in their 

studies, assisted with travel costs 

for the international study tour and 

supported our community Youth Circus 

Finale. It also supported NICA to bring 

international expertise to Melbourne 

for artistic direction of shows and 

masterclasses. Our relationship with 

these organisations is very much valued 

and appreciated.

None of this would be possible 

without the hard work and exceptional 

dedication of the NICA staff that 

work tirelessly to create an amazing 

experience for the students. In 

particular, I would like to acknowledge 

the tireless efforts of, and thank, Rose 

Stephens, the Executive Director of 

NICA, for her support to the Board and 

her leadership of NICA.

I do hope you enjoy reading this 

report which provides details of NICA’s 

activities including shows and projects 

in what was a busy, but fruitful year. 

Thank you to all who contributed to the 

report and a big thank you to all the 

staff who worked so hard to make 2016  

a rewarding year.

Professor Jennelle Kyd

NICA Chair

FROM THE CHAIR
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The following pages describe in detail 

another successful year: performance 

highlights, news about our community 

outreach programs, international and 

national projects, graduate destinations 

and a range of events of special mention. 

It was an eventful year, with future planning 

at the forefront of activities. NICA’s position 

at the conclusion of 2016 will see the 

organisation move forward into 2017 with 

the following initiatives: implementation 

of Stage 1 of the Master Building Plan; 

reaccreditation of the degree program; 

international exchanges and study tours; 

strengthening our outreach programs, and 

continuation of our research project of 

developing a circus pedagogy database.

NICA continued to strengthen its 

relationship with Swinburne University of 

Technology during 2016. In particular, 

I would like to thank the University 

for its funding support through 

both Study Abroad and the Higher 

Education Participation Program 

(HEPP) which enabled many important 

initiatives to take place in 2016.

We were again well supported by the local 

and national circus industry with workshops, 

masterclasses, industry panel meetings 

and critiques for our graduating students, 

visiting directors and internships for our 

staff and students. In particular, I send a big 

thank you to Circus Oz for our inaugural 

internship program. This was a wonderful 

experience for the students and we do 

hope this can continue into the future. I 

would also like to thank the Flying Fruit Fly 

Circus (FFFC) for its continued support 

of our programs; Circa and the Australian 

Circus & Physical Theatre Association 

(ACAPTA) for their input; and the many 

independent artists and NICA graduates 

who contributed to a successful 2016.

As NICA continues to deliver high level 

training in circus arts, we are delighted to 

report that our graduates are obtaining 

secure contracts both nationally and 

internationally. They are taking lead roles 

in Cirque du Soleil, Circa, Circus Oz and 

Dragone Productions (to name a few). Our 

Alumni Refresh Program was launched in 

2016 and NICA saw a resurgence of alumni 

coming back to visit and interact with  

our students.

Our achievements would not be possible 

without the dedicated staff who put 

in so much effort to ensure that NICA 

produces a high level of artistic output, 

maintains sound business systems and 

governance, and raises its profile. Not only 

the training staff, but the staff behind the 

scenes deserve a huge thank you. I wish 

to express my gratitude to all for another 

productive year with many more to come.

Rose Stephens 
NICA Executive Director

Image (Top Right): 2016 NICA graduate Maxine Gigliotti. Aaron Walker Photography.Image: 2016 NICA graduate Mikayla Adams and NICA student Jonathan Morgan. Aaron Walker Photography.

The 2016 NICA Annual 
Report records the many 
highlights and successes 
that moved us further 
towards the achievement 
of the NICA Strategic 
Plan 2016 – 2021. With the 
support of the NICA Board 
and the NICA community, 
2016 saw continued 
consolidation of resources 
and a strong position both 
within the industry and 
the international market 
place. I thank everyone 
involved in facilitating 
and supporting these 
successful endeavours.

FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR 
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JANUARY

Three NICA students were selected to 
undertake the inaugural Tasmanian Circus 
Festival Internship. Sponsored by NICA, 
Ryan Darwin, Ela Bartilomo and Cecilia 
Martin spent two weeks at the festival in 
Swan Bay north of Launceston.

FEBRUARY

Representatives from Cirque du Soleil 
conducted auditions at NICA. This was the 
first time in five years Cirque du Soleil had 
been to Melbourne for auditions.

A film crew from Hong Kong television 
station TVB spent two days filming at NICA 
and interviewing key staff for a 15-minute 
feature story on Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM.

NICA welcomed Swedish clowning artist  
Nalle Laanela for an Artist in Conversation 
and workshop.

Five NICA students performed in the 
Circus Circus precinct at White Night 
Melbourne on Saturday 20 February.

NICA hosted Terje Bernadt Director of 
Circus Studio Folie, Estonia and Clair 
Brown Co-Founder of Everything is 
Possible. This exchange was part of 
the Suitcase Circus: SCREAM (Social 
Circus; recognising educational activity 
methodologies) project.

MARCH

NICA’s short Course Coordinator 
Paula McKaskill travelled to the 
National Centre for Circus Arts, 
London as part of the Suitcase Circus: 
SCREAM exchange program.

NICA’s Social Circus Coordinator Andrea 
Ousley travelled to Lahti Circus School, 
Finland and Circus Studio Folie, Estonia as 
part of Suitcase Circus: SCREAM project.

APRIL

NICA’s Executive Director Rose Stephens 
was a member of the jury for the 
Australian Circus Festival, Sydney.

NICA hosted the Swinburne University 
Donor recognition evening on 
28 April. 200 guests attended 
the event in the NICA National 
Circus Centre with entertainment 
provided by CircaNICA artists.

NICA Graduate and Aerial Trainer Daniel 
Power was awarded Australia’s Leading 
Male Aerialist at The Australian Circus 
Festival Awards held 16-18 April.

MAY

NICA’s Dance Coordinator Meredith 
Kitchen travelled to France to work as 
the Assistant Director for a performance 
with Compagnie Philippe Genty.

JUNE

NICA hosted visits from Paula Kershaw, 
Daniel Santamaria and Ohiane Uranga 
from Leeds Children’s Circus as part of 
the Suitcase Circus: SCREAM project.

NICA Performance Teacher and 
Trainer Zebastian Hunter and second-
year students Nelson West and 
Amanda Lee travelled to Sydney to 
contribute to the ARTS8 Collaborative 
project – Transformations.

Twenty second-year students and 
four staff members departed for 
a study tour to Montreal, Quebec, 
Las Vegas and New York.

NICA staff visited the Collingwood Football 
Club for a professional development 
session on current equipment for 
strength and conditioning practices.

NICA 2016 Circus Showcase performance, 
Things NOT of this EARTH opened.

JULY

NICA hosted Donald Lehn the 
Director of European Federation 
of Professional Circus Schools 
(FEDEC) from La Campa, Spain.

AUGUST

The Department of Education and Training 
commissioned CircaNICA to create an 
opening act for the Victorian Training 
Awards at Crown Palladium on 26 August. 
Directed by NICA staff member Meredith 
Kitchen, the LED spectacular included 
a hand-to-hand duo, hula hoop artists, 
poi twirlers and acrobatic rollerbladers.

SEPTEMBER

NICA second year ensemble Empty  
Bodies opened.

NICA Social Circus Coordinator Andrea 
Ousley and Short Course Coordinator 
Paula McKaskill attended the project finale 
of Suitcase Circus: SCREAM project in  
Puebla, Mexico.

Seven third-year students and two NICA  
staff members undertook a study 
tour to Moscow, Russia.

NICA Director (International Engagement)  
Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM and NICA 
Executive Director Rose Stephens 
travelled to Vietnam and Cambodia.  
They visited the Vietnam Circus 
and Vaudeville School and 
witnessed a performance by the 
Phare Circus in Cambodia.

NICA was invited to perform at the 
inaugural Australia-China Cultural 
Dialogue Conference on 27 September 
at the Adelaide Festival Centre. Four 
CircaNICA artists presented an upbeat 
circus show demonstrating skills in 
hula hoop, rolla bolla, hand-balancing 
and foot juggling. NICA Executive 
Director Rose Stephens was a panel 
discussion member for the conference.

The NICA audition tour commenced 
around the country. Auditions took 
place in: Melbourne, VIC; Sydney and 
Mullumbimby NSW; Ulverstone, TAS; 
Brisbane, QLD; Freemantle, WA; Adelaide, 
SA; Darwin, NT; and Canberra, ACT.

OCTOBER

NICA Executive Director Rose Stephens 
and NICA Director (International 
Engagement) Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM 
travelled to the Beijing Circus School 
Festival as guests.

NICA first year students presented their 
“showing” Flight, to family and friends.

NICA Director (International Engagement) 
Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM worked as 
a Technical Consultant for La Perle 
production by Franco Dragone in Dubai. 
He assisted with the creation of acts 
including Chinese pole, swinging pole, 
aerial straps and group acrobatics.

NOVEMBER

NICA Head of Circus Studies James 
Brown travelled to the 2016 International 
Conference on Performing Arts at the 
National Taiwan College of Performing 
Arts (NTCPA), Taipei to present a paper: 
Pioneering Software for the Development 
of Technical Circus Skills, written in 
conjunction with NICA Academic Leader 
Dr Katrina Rank and Professor Leon Sterling 
from The University of Melbourne.

NICA Performance Teacher and Trainer 
Zebastian Hunter presented a research 
paper in Shanghai at the Shanghai 
International Circus Education Forum.

NICA third-year ensemble The Landscape 
Project: circus as a reaction to time, space 
and intensity opened.

NICA Certificate III and IV in Circus Arts 
“showing” The Party was presented to an 
audience of family and friends.

NICA Social Circus Coordinator Andrea 
Ousley conducted voluntary workshops 
with the Green School in Ubud, Indonesia.

DECEMBER

The NICA community gathered to 
celebrate three years of intensive training 
by the class of 2016 at their Award 
Presentation Day.

Blast Off! 2016 NICA Youth Circus Finale  
took place.

Image (Left to right): NICA students Ashleigh Roper and Emily Gare. Aaron Walker Photography; CircaNICA Performer Karen Edelenbos and 2007 NICA 
graduate and CircaNICA performer Vaughan Curtis performing at the Swinburne University Donor Function; 2016 NICA graduate Sarah Gray performing at 
the 2016 White Night celebrations in Melbourne. Aaron Walker Photography.

H IGHLIGHTS 
2016
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ACADEMIC  
PROGRAMS 2016

CERTIFICATE IV IN  
CIRCUS ARTS
Alongside their training program 

students undertaking the Certificate 

IV in Circus Arts benefited from a 

range of performance and educational 

opportunities including an excursion 

to view the Circus Collection 

at the Arts Centre Melbourne, a 

professional performance showing 

for friends and family and a Lord 

of the Flies Dance workshop 

together with first year students.

An indicator of student satisfaction 

and teaching success was the 

high level of skills exhibited by 

Certificate IV students, with eleven 

offered places in the Bachelor of 

Circus Arts degree for 2017.

A successful Australian audition tour 

also saw NICA build a strong pool of 

Certificate IV students due to  

commence in 2017.

CERTIFICATE III IN  
CIRCUS ARTS
The Certificate III in Circus Arts offered 

young people in Year 11 and 12 the 

opportunity to gain a nationally-

recognised qualification in circus arts. 

Students study this course over two  

years and combine NICA training with  

VCE studies at the Centre for Adult 

Education (CAE).

In 2016, Certificate III students worked 

with degree staff for a week-long circus 

intensive and undertook a practice 

audition to prepare themselves for 

auditioning into the Certificate IV in Circus 

Arts course. Three Certificate III students 

where offered a place in the Certificate IV 

program commencing in 2017.

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2016

BACHELOR OF  
CIRCUS ARTS
The 2016 Bachelor of Circus Arts 

program saw international visitors, the 

development of online and digital 

learning and assessment tools, and 

greater integration between units  

and assessments.

In 2016 NICA Academic Leader Dr 

Katrina Rank undertook a benchmarking 

project as part of higher education 

course improvement. Dr Rank reviewed 

the Bachelor of Circus Arts program 

against national and international 

performance organisations: Western 

Australian Academy of Performing Arts 

(WAAPA); National Institute of Dramatic 

Art (NIDA); Victorian College of the 

Arts (VCA); The University of Dance and 

Circus (DOCH) in Sweden; CODARTS in 

the Netherlands; Le Centre national des 

arts du cirque (Cnac) in France; Ecole 

Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault 

(ENCC) in France; and Le CFA Fratellini 

in France. 

Katrina compared contact time, unit 

coverage and unit sequencing to 

ensure best practice as NICA embarked 

on the reaccreditation of the Bachelor  

of Circus Arts.

Other major achievements included:

	 	the introduction of iPads as a 

teaching tool in the training space

	 	a focus on prehab and rehab – 

working with Benji Dutaillis NICA 

Strength and Conditioning Coach

	 	continuing to build and design 

individual training programs for 

students and their circus  

specialties, incorporating research 

from sports scientists

	 	further development of Friday Feats: 

blending circus and performance

	 	 a successful study tour to the 

USA and Canada for second-year 

students

	 	  an inaugural third year study tour  

to Russia.

Image: 2016 final year students. Aaron Walker Photography.

DANCE COURSES
In 2016 NICA had the opportunity to 

auspice dance qualifications for three 

companies: Patrick Studios Australia, 

Left Leg Studios and Spectrum Dance.  

This involved over 150 students who 

were in full-time dance courses with the 

three companies. The partnerships were 

designed to provide highly talented 

students with qualifications ranging 

from Certificate II, III & IV in Dance 

to the Diploma of Musical Theatre.

As well as providing quality assurance, 

moderation and validation of 

assessments, NICA was able to support 

young people to achieve qualifications 

through the Victorian Training Guarantee 

funding. The partnerships meant a busy 

time for all, but the results achieved 

were outstanding. Supporting young 

artists through a new mechanism was 

both challenging and rewarding. The 

students involved thoroughly enjoyed 

their courses and produced excellent 

results in final performances.

50 
Certificate II in Dance

45 
Certificate III in Dance

56 
Certificate IV in Dance

47 
Diploma of Musical Theatre

9 
Certificate III in Circus Arts

24 
Certificate IV in Circus Arts

23 
First Year Bachelor

28 
Second Year Bachelor

14 
Third Year Bachelor

A total of 98 circus arts students.

A total of 198 dance students.

III
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I I I

D I P
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3RD
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STUDENT NUMBERS
Student numbers (including  

returning students):

PRESENTATION DAY
On Monday 5 December the NICA 

community gathered to celebrate 

three years of intensive training by 

the class of 2016. The achievements 

of teachers and students from all year 

levels were also celebrated as part of 

the proceedings. A keynote address 

was delivered by Professor Janet 

Hiller, Dean of the School of Health 

Sciences at Swinburne University 

of Technology. Final year student 

Charice Rust delivered an inspiring 

slam-poetry-style speech reflecting 

on her time at NICA. A very heartfelt 

graduate address, full of wisdom and 

humour, was delivered by 2005 NICA 

graduate Kyle Raftery. Hazel Bock 

(NICA graduate 2003) also performed 

an impressive foot juggling routine.

Industry Awards

ACAPTA Professional Development Award

Charice Rust

Circus Oz Excellence and Innovation 

Award

Leigh Rhodes

Circus Oz Spirit of Collaboration Award

Lachlan Sukroo

Absolute Physiotherapy Award for 

Excellence in Anatomy and Physiology

Emily Chilvers

NICA Academic Excellence Awards

Certificate III in Circus Arts

Leo Pentland

Certificate IV in Circus Arts

Stephanie Pick

Bachelor of Circus Arts First Year

Georgia Deguara

Bachelor of Circus Arts Second Year

Emily Gare

Kostya Ibraguimov Memorial Award 

for Perseverance and Striving for 

Excellence

Tara Silcock

NICA Artistic Excellence Award

Cecilia Martin

NICA Dux Award

Ryan Darwin

SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY  
OF TECHINOLOGY 
FACULTY OF HEALTH ARTS 
AND DESIGN AWARDS
Sir Rupert Hamer Award

Lyndon Johnson

Best All Round Student

Piri Goodman

Most Improved Student

Poppy Fairbairn

Teacher of the Year Award

Alex Gullan

AWARDS FOR 
OUTSTANDING STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT

Image: 2003 NICA graduate Hazel Bock. Aaron Walker Photography. 13NICA.COM.AU12



INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS 
AND EXCHANGES
Industry connections were again a 

major focus in 2016 with many visiting 

guests, speakers and national and 

international exchanges. By creating 

relationships with external partners we 

forge resilient connections with the 

industry and other arts organisations 

which can lead to innovative cross-arts 

collaborations, greater international 

cooperation and development of improved 

training and teaching programs.

In 2016, NICA:

	 	facilitated internships for students 

and staff with Sandfly Circus in 

Broome; Red Dust Role Models in 

Alice Springs; and for the first time 

with Circus Oz in Melbourne

	 	hosted two international trainers from the 

Quebec circus school (École de cirque 

de Québec): Norbi Whitby and Mahrane 

Hannachi for a period of two weeks

	 	arranged teacher and professional 

staff exchanges with schools in Estonia, 

Finland, London, Mexico and Vietnam

	 	sent students and staff to circus festivals 

in Montreal, Moscow and Tasmania where 

they gained valuable industry experience

	 	invited international and national 

performance teaching staff, directors 

and post-graduate students to 

run projects with the students

NICA AND THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MELBOURNE SOFTWARE 
ENGINEERING PROJECT
In 2016 NICA Academic Leader Dr Katrina 

Rank, NICA Head of Circus Studies 

James Brown and Professor Leon 

Sterling from the University of Melbourne 

collaborated on a research project.

The focus of this project was to develop 

and deploy an interactive, practical, 

online, circus skills manual. It took the 

form of a cloud-based video database, 

management system and iOS application 

(for iPads). As a teaching and learning 

tool, it assists in the analysis, teaching and 

standardisation of technical circus skills.

This project is of national and international 

significance and has the potential to 

advance circus training in Australia 

exponentially. Circus feeder schools will be 

able to access the database and integrate 

prerequisite skills into their programs, 

preparing students for a career in the 

circus arts. As NICA establishes training 

partnerships with circus establishments 

in the Asia Pacific, this technical tool 

will support and further understanding, 

cooperation and collaboration. Due 

to its flexible design, the database 

and management system can adapt to 

the further development of technical 

standards and the creation of new acts 

and skills. With its capacity to upload 

new files and new standards, NICA 

can continue to build its program and 

contribute to the growth of the sector.

In November NICA Head of Circus 

Studies James Brown travelled to 

the 2016 International Conference 

on Performing Arts at the National 

Taiwan College of Performing Arts 

(NTCPA) in Taipei to present a 

paper: Pioneering Software for the 

Development of Technical Circus Skills.

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDY TOURS
In 2016 NICA organised two  
international study tours for students  
in the degree program:

  Twenty second-year students and 

four staff members undertook a study 

tour to Montreal, Quebec, Las Vegas 

and New York in June and July 2016. 

They witnessed Cirque Du Soleil 

performances Zumanity, Mystere, 

and O in Las Vegas and enjoyed a 

backstage tour with NICA graduate 

(2006) Emma Henshall. From there they 

travelled to Quebec and participated 

in training with performers from the 

acclaimed troupe 7 Fingers and at 

the Quebec circus school. The group 

attended the Montreal Circus Festival 

where they watched performances, 

met artists and participated in 

conferences: Circus and Dramaturgy 

of Circus, Circus Incubator Project 

and the Opening of the MICC 

(International Contemporary Circus 

Market). The final leg of the tour was 

to New York to see Frueza Bruta 

experimental circus work. This was a 

wonderful opportunity to share ideas 

with professionals and meet  

touring companies. This study tour 

was generously supported by the 

Richard Pratt International Creative 

Development Fund with added 

support from Swinburne Abroad.

  Also supported by the Richard Pratt 

International Creative Development 

Fund, seven third-year students and 

two NICA staff members undertook 

a study tour to Moscow, Russia. 

Students had an amazing experience 

attending the Nikylin and Idol circus 

festivals. The Nikylin International 

Circus Festival is oriented towards 

children and youth and has two 

different prizes for each category. 

The Idol Festival is conducted in the 

Moscow Bolshoi Circus and is for 

professional circus performers. Both 

festivals are held in September so it 

was a great opportunity to experience 

and compare both side-by-side. 

The festivals attract the best circus 

performers from around the world 

including Russia, Canada, USA, 

Germany, Spain and Bulgaria to name  

a few. Their juries included members  

from China, Russia and Princess 

Stephanie of Monte Carlo. At both 

international festivals students 

observed amazing circus acts, giving 

them an insight into the international 

circus industry standards.

Students also appreciated the 

opportunity to tour the Moscow 

Circus School and meet the 

General Manager and Art 

Director Valentina Savina.

This study tour provided third-

year students with an invaluable 

insight into how different cultures 

approach and deliver performances 

to the public. This knowledge will 

assist them in developing into 

informed and versatile artists.

MASTERCLASSES
During 2016, a number of international 

artists offered professional masterclass 

opportunities to NICA students, staff, 

alumni and circus industry professionals.

These masterclasses were designed 

to inspire creative exploration of 

various apparatus and promote 

the development of original 

cutting edge artistry, in both 

performance and act creation.

Masterclasses offered in 2016:

FEBRUARY

Nalle Laanela, Clowns Without Borders

Comedy in circus masterclass

Joseph Pinzon Aerial Artist

Aerial Masterclass

NOVEMBER

Lord of the Flies

Dance workshop for boys and men

ARTIST IN CONVERSATION
The Artist in Conversation seminars 

connect the NICA community with 

practicing artists and provide an 

opportunity for students and staff to 

engage with artists about the creation of 

their work, the global circus landscape 

and employment opportunities.

In 2016, the following artists 
contributed to these sessions:

FEBRUARY

Clowns Without Borders

Nalle Laanela (Sweden)

	NICA Tasmanian Circus 

Festival experience

Second and third year students

Aerial Artist

Joseph Pinzon (USA)

MARCH

	Irish World Academy of 

Music and Dance

Creative research project by  

Shane Holohan

JULY

FEDEC

Donald Lehn, President 

European Federation of 

Professional Circus Schools

SEPTEMBER

	Solo Artists and Fringe 

Festival Performers

	Hannah  Cryle (2009 NICA 

Graduate) and Alice Muntz

OCTOBER
Red Dust Role Models, Sandfly 
Circus (Theatre Kimberley) and 
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School

Broome and Alice Springs 

presentation by NICA Certificate 

III Coordinator Andrea Ousley and 

Trainer Brett Franzi with students 

Piri Goodman, Maya Tregonning, 

Charice Rust and Jonathan Morgan
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AUDITION TOUR
Melbourne, VIC 

National Institute of Circus Arts (NICA)

Sydney, NSW 

Aerialize

Ulverstone, TAS 

Slipstream Circus

Brisbane, QLD 

Flipside Circus

Mullumbimby, NSW 

Spaghetti Circus

Freemantle, WA 

WA Circus School

Adelaide, SA 

Cirkidz

Darwin, NT 

Corrugated Iron Youth Arts

Canberra, ACT 

Warehouse Circus

Image: NICA students Cecilia Martin 
(right) and Alexander Weckes-Huck (left).  
Photo by Aaron Walker.
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AUDITIONS
The total number of audition 

applications received for 2017 entry 

was 96. A total of 56 young people 

were successful in gaining entry into 

the first year of the Bachelor of Circus 

Arts, the Certificate III in Circus Arts 

or Certificate IV in Circus Arts in 2016. 

Applicants came from the USA and 

across Australia.
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EMPTY BODIES
7 – 10 September 
NICA National Circus Centre

Co-directed by Zebastian Hunter and 

Stephen Sewell

Empty Bodies depicted the human 

journey from birth to death examining 

our representation of self through 

language and clothing. Twenty-eight 

second year students presented a 

broad range of group and solo acts 

including aerial straps and rope, 

tightwire, trapeze, clowning, contortion, 

handstands, juggling, rolla bolla and 

roue Cyr.

Audience numbers 

821 Spectators

The highlight of Empty Bodies, 
besides its engaging story 

and visuals, are the performers 
themselves as they push 
their bodies to the limit to 
achieve the unthinkable. As 
a result, they interact with 
this magical circus world 
and bring the audience on 
this wondrous journey into 
what makes us human.”

4.5 stars 
Andrew Bistak, Impulse Gamer 
7 September 2016

THINGS NOT OF  
THIS EARTH CIRCUS 
SHOWCASE 2016

8 – 18 June 2016 

NICA National Circus Centre

Directed by Hayden Spencer

Associate Director Emma Serjeant

Things NOT of this EARTH incorporated 

elite-level circus skills in a satirical romp 

towards an extra-terrestrial utopia.  

Distinctive circus acts were presented 

against the backdrop of a sci-fi inspired 

“B movie”. In the tradition of all things 

“B movie”, the production featured 

a diversity of other-worldly delights 

including a killer hermaphrodite from 

outer space, a giant foot-juggling 

strawberry and a soccer-ball-juggling 

alien. Fourteen of NICA’s final year 

artists presented spectacular solo 

acts including aerial straps and rope, 

Chinese pole, contortion, handstands, 

hula hoop, juggling, rolla bolla, roue Cyr, 

tightwire and trapeze.

Audience numbers 

2,121 Spectators

The music, transitions and 
structuring create all the 
dynamics of a great circus 
show. There are classic 
tricks, but new flavours 
added in everywhere. In one 
act comedy is mixed with 
contortion as a hermaphrodite 
alien acrobat embarks upon 
a murderous rampage.”

Jessica Horwell,  
The Australian Times 
9 June

BACHELOR OF CIRCUS 
ARTS FIRST YEAR 
“SHOWING”, FLIGHT
27 – 28 October 
NICA Movement Studio

Directed by Hayden Spencer and Carita 
Farrer Spencer

First year students presented Flight to  

an audience of family and friends.  

The performance utilised the versatile  

skills of first year students through 

ensemble circus work, dance, juggling 

and aerial acts.

CERTIFICATE III AND IV IN 
CIRCUS ARTS “SHOWING”, 
THE PARTY
10 November 
NICA Movement Studio

Directed by Hayden Spencer and Carita 

Farrer Spencer

The Party was a performance opportunity 

for Certificate III and IV students. It 

featured students acting as seventeenth 

century bouffon clowns presenting a play 

within a play about the bourgeoisie and 

their debaucherous ways. 

Image: NICA second year student ensemble Empty Bodies. Aaron Walker Photography. 
Design by Blick Creative.

PERFORMANCE     PROGRAM 2016
THE LANDSCAPE PROJECT: 
CIRCUS AS A REACTION 
TO TIME, SPACE AND 
INTENSITY
23 November – 3 December 
NICA National Circus Centre

Directed by Debra Batton

This ensemble production featured 

thirteen final year artists. Each act was a 

continuous flow of movement aiming to 

destabilise expectations of what circus 

is. The show playfully investigated the 

concept of circus as a physical and  

mental landscape. Skills included aerial 

rope, bottle walking, hula hoop,  

group acrobatics, slackline, tumbling  

and trampoline.

Audience numbers 

1,240 Spectators

 Be officially ‘wowed’. See feats of 
majestic wonder that leave you 
breathless as the latest batch of 
NICA trainees parade their wares. 
The Landscape Project is a thrilling 
exposé of the next generation of 
Aussie circus stars. Each one is a 
powder keg of delight.”

Sarah W, The Plus Ones 
29 November 2016

Image: NICA student Jordan Revell (front right), Charice Rust and 
Ryan Darwin. Aaron Walker Photography. Design by Blick Creative.
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SUITCASE CIRCUS: 
SCREAM (SOCIAL 
CIRCUS; RECOGNISING 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY 
METHODOLOGIES)
Melbourne, Estonia, Finland, London  
and Mexico 

Throughout 2016

Suitcase Circus: SCREAM is a two-year 

project for a group of organisations 

working in the international field of 

social circus. It allows circus educators 

professional development through 

international mobility to share expertise 

and learn from other methodologies and 

embraces the synergy to be achieved 

by partners from different educational 

sectors co-operating together.

In 2016 NICA hosted five international 

guests: Terje Bernadt, Director Circus 

Studio Folie, Estonia; Clair Brown, 

Co-Founder of Everything is Possible; 

Ohiane Uranga, Suitcase Circus 

Youth Coordinator at Everything is 

Possible and Leeds Children’s Circus; 

Paula Kershaw, General Manager and 

children’s trainer at CircoMoto, Leeds 

Children’s Circus; and Daniel Santamaria, 

aerial and acrobalance artist, at 

CircoMoto, Leeds Children’s Circus.

NICA Social Circus Coordinator Andrea 

Ousley and Short Course Coordinator 

Paula McKaskill embraced their 

opportunities to travel abroad. Paula 

McKaskill visited the National Centre for 

Circus Arts, London and Andrea Ousley 

visited Lahti Circus School, Finland and 

Circus Studio Folie, Estonia;. Together 

they attended the project finale in 

Puebla, Mexico.

VAUDEVILLE AND  
CIRCUS SCHOOL 
Vietnam  
November, 2016

NICA was delighted to welcome three 

circus artists from the Vietnamese 

Vaudeville and Circus School in late 

November. The three artists spent 

a week at NICA sharing their skills 

and visiting Circus Oz and specialist 

equipment suppliers before heading to 

Albury Wodonga to spend a week at the 

Flying Fruit Fly Circus.  

ARTS8 COLLABORATION 
– TRANSFORMATIONS
Sydney 
June, 2016 

The ARTS8: the Australian Roundtable 

for Arts Training Excellence 

Transformations project was hosted by 

the Australian Film, Television and Radio 

School (AFTRS) and the National institute 

of Dramatic Art (NIDA) and involved 

two students and one staff member 

from each of the eight elite arts training 

organisations travelling to Sydney. They 

spent three days together devising 

work and exploring an exchange of 

each art form with the aim of producing 

a short work at the end of the project. 

All involved gained significant insight 

from the experience and this will be a 

continuing collaborative project into 

the future. Participants Zebastian Hunter 

(NICA Performance Teacher and Trainer) 

and students Nelson West and Amanda 

Lee represented NICA superbly and all 

felt that it was an incredible event. 

SANDFLY CIRCUS 
Broome – Melbourne 
December, 2016 

In December, teenagers from Sandfly 

Circus in Broome travelled to Melbourne 

with their trainer Meredith Bell to embark 

on an adventure they had spent weeks 

working towards. The teens undertook a 

training residency at NICA learning skills 

on tightwire, flying trapeze, tumbling 

and trampoline. NICA’s trainers spent 

a week working with the young artists 

and forging an exciting relationship with 

Sandlfy Circus. The group also trained 

at Circus Oz, and witnessed live circus 

performances at NICA, around  

Melbourne and at the Flying Fruit Fly 

Circus in Wodonga. 

 I hope to keep working on circus 
in Broome and getting to circus 
festivals and NICA as much as 
possible. When I finish school I want 
to study full-time at NICA so I can 
become a tight-wire, hula-hoop  
and aerial artist, and perform  
around the world.” 

- Leah Pigram, Sandfly Circus artist

SANDFLY CIRCUS 
(THEATRE KIMBERLEY) 
AND YIRAMALAY/WESLEY 
STUDIO SCHOOL
Broome and Fitzroy Valley, WA 
12 – 26 June, 2016 

NICA students Piri Goodman and Maya 

Tregonning undertook an internship 

with Sandfly Circus (Theatre Kimberley) 

and Yiramalay – Wesley Studio School 

in the Fitzroy Valley Community in the 

Kimberley, accompanied by NICA Social 

Circus Coordinator Andrea Ousley. 

The focus of the 2016 collaboration with 

Sandfly Circus was to assist with pre-

development workshops for Sandfly’s 

annual showcase Nibjlm. The showcase 

theme was creation stories from the 

Dampier region. Many of the creation 

stories are based around native animals 

such as the kangaroo and emu and the 

performers used the NICA students’ 

expertise to develop skills in acrobatics, 

mini trampoline, tumbling and adagio 

to reflect the movement and spirit of 

the animals. 

NICA Social Circus Coordinator Andrea 

Ousley and Trainer Brett Franzi returned 

to Broome in October to offer further 

skills development.

RED DUST ROLE MODELS 
PROGRAM
Alice Springs 
26 June – 1 July, 2016

NICA reconnected with Red Dust 

Role Models to conduct an outreach 

program for junior and senior children 

at Yippiringa School. Yipirinya is an 

Indigenous School in Alice Springs, 

Northern Territory, with an enrolment 

of approximately 200 students and 

caters for children from pre-school 

to Year 10. NICA staff member Andrea 

Ousley, together with NICA trainer Brett 

Franzi, and third year students Jonathan 

Morgan and Charice Rust assisted in the 

delivery of the Healthy Living Program 

for indigenous and low SES students 

regional communities.

BLAKFLIP
Melbourne 
26 June – 7 July, 2016

Over the past five years the BLAKflip 

program has provided a pathway for 

talented Indigenous performers to be 

identified, mentored and supported as 

potential members of the Circus  

Oz ensemble. 

In 2016, NICA trainer Helene Embling 

spent time training BLAKflip performers 

and encouraging them to audition for 

NICA and gain a formal qualification 

in circus arts. As Indigenous peoples 

are under-represented in the circus 

industry, NICA was extremely excited to 

have recruited two talented artists via 

the BLAKflip program. NICA’s newest 

recruit, Harley Mann, has been selected 

to perform in Smoke, April 2017.

Image:  NICA second year student Maya Tregonning teaching trapeze in Broome. Image (Top Right): Red Dust Role Models Project, Alice Springs.

PROJECTS
In 2016 NICA took part in a number of national and international initiatives.

19NICA.COM.AU18

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2016



20 21NICA.COM.AU

TRAINERS
Highly skilled circus professionals 

taught NICA’s recreational classes, 

birthday parties, workshops and private 

tuition sessions. Throughout 2016 the 

Short Course office employed 37 NICA 

graduates to teach their specialty skills 

including aerials, tumbling, juggling, 

tightwire, flying trapeze and adagio.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM
During each school holiday period NICA 

welcomed children from 5 to 17 years 

into state-of-the-art facilities to enjoy 

fun and active circus workshops. Many 

of the children attending the holiday 

program went on to enrol in term-based 

classes to continue their circus training.

Come and Try classes were 

offered four times throughout 

the year for those wanting to find 

out what circus is all about.

WORKSHOPS
NICA hosted 52 birthday parties and 

workshops with 3,276 participants 

attending throughout 2016 including 

schools, corporate and private groups.  

NICA welcomed back repeat customers 

such as Ararat Primary School (attending 

four times a year since 2013) and The 

University of Melbourne (attending twice 

a year for the last four years). Trainers 

delivered offsite workshops to the 

Stonnington Roola Boola Children’s Art 

Festival, Bialik College Arts Week, Coles 

and Shae’kit Dance Studios in Colac.

NICA YOUTH CIRCUS 
FINALE BLAST OFF!
NICA's children’s recreational classes, 

presented two shows in the NICA 

National Circus Centre on Saturday 10 

December 2016. Each show included six 

circus classes and ran for approximately 

60 minutes. Directed and hosted by 

NICA staff members Paula McKaskill and 

Andrea Ousley, Blast Off! showcased 

140 excited young participants and 

featured students of the Accelerated 

Teen Circus and Teen Tumbling and 

Acrobatics classes.

CITY OF STONNINGTON, 
ROOLA BOOLA 
CHILDREN’S ARTS 
FESTIVAL
One of Melbourne’s most-loved 

school holiday events, the Roola Boola 

Children’s Arts Festival offers free and 

ticketed events for families of 4-12 year 

olds. NICA participated in the 2016 

festival with the inclusion of the Winter 

Holiday Program, circus workshops and 

a performance by Le Petit Circus.

N ICA IN THE 
COMMUNITY

The Recreational Short 
Course Program attracted 
5,494 participants and 
included classes for 
children, teenagers and 
adults. Over thirty classes 
were opened to the 
public each term, offering 
opportunities to learn and 
develop skills such as 
contortion, handstands, 
trampoline, hula hoops, 
tissu, tumbling and trapeze 
at all levels.

WHO CAME FOR PARTIES 
AND WORKSHOPS?

19% 
Private parties

33% 
School groups

48% 
Corporate groups

HOW DID PEOPLE 
EXPERIENCE NICA IN 2016?

20% 
Short course classes

19% 
Holiday program

60% 
Birthday parties and 
workshops

1% 
Private tuition

29% 
Children’s classes

20% 
Teenage classes

51% 
Adult classes

ON AVERAGE, 32 CLASSES 
WERE OFFERED EACH TERM

Images: NICA 2016 Youth Circus Finale Blast Off! 
Julian Meehan Photography.

THE PRAHRAN CHILD 
AND YOUTH COMMUNITY 
WELLBEING HUB
NICA welcomed back children from the 

Horace Petty Housing Estate as part of 

a social circus program through The 

Prahran Child and Youth Community 

Wellbeing Hub (The Hub), generously 

sponsored by the City of Stonnington. 

In 2016 eight children took part in a six-

month program held at the NICA facility. 

Participants were able to learn circus 

skills through ground and aerial work. In 

2016 there was a focus on developing 

strong technique and safety. This safety 

message was then passed along to the 

younger members of The Hub.

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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MEDIA 
HIGHLIGHTS
GENERAL

	 	ABC News attended the Cirque du 

Soleil auditions at NICA and produced a 

feature story (7 February).

	 		The Age ran a feature story on the 

Cirque du Soleil auditions with an 

image of former student Mieke Lizotte 

performing hula hoops (7 February).

	 		In February a film crew from Hong Kong 

television station TVB spent two days 

filming at NICA and interviewing staff 

and students. The footage was used to 

create a 15-minute feature story on Mr 

Guang Rong Lu OAM.

THINGS NOT OF 
THIS EARTH, CIRCUS 
SHOWCASE 2016

	 		Third-year students Tara Silcock and 

Leigh Rhodes featured on the front page 

of the Stonnington Leader (31 May).

	 		The Age ran a feature story on third-year 

students Charice Rust and Jordan Revell 

defying gender roles through circus: 

“NICA Graduates Find a Place to Call 

Home in the Circus” (5 June).

	 		The Channel 9 TODAY Show attended 

NICA to film a segment, “Runaway to 

the circus.” It featured training footage, 

interviews with third-year students and 

Executive Director Rose Stephens  

(19 June).

SOCIAL MEDIA

5,842 
Facebook Likes

1,725 
Twitter Followers

613 
Instagram Followers

11,804 
Youtube Views

180+ 
Over 180 recorded media 
mentions across television, 
print and online.

MEDIA

MARKETING AND  
COMMUNICATIONS

NATIONAL AUDITIONS
	 		The Channel 9 TODAY Show reporter 

Dougal Beatty underwent a mock-

audition at NICA, “What it takes to join 

the circus.” (5 June).

	 		Radio ABC 774 Afternoons Presenter 

Clare Bowditch interviewed NICA 

Head of Circus Studies James Brown 

and third-year student Charice Rust  

(31 August).

	 		Radio ABC 936 Hobart Breakfast 

Presenter Ryk Goddard interviewed 

Hugo Bladel (31 August).

	 		NICA Head of Circus Studies James 

Brown took part in a live studio 

interview on ABC News 24  

(23 September).

EMPTY BODIES, 
SECOND-YEAR 
ENSEMBLE

	 	The Stonnington Leader featured a front 

page photo of second-year students 

Emily Gare and Ashleigh Roper with an 

article on page 13 (6 September).

The performance enjoyed a sell-out 

season, with 99.24% of all 1,050 available 

tickets pre-sold/or allocated (excluding  

door sales).

THE LANDSCAPE PROJECT: 
CIRCUS AS A REACTION 
TO SPACE, TIME AND 
INTENSITY, THIRD-YEAR 
ENSEMBLE
	 	Tara Silcock and Hugo Bladel filmed a 

segment on Channel 9 Kids WB with 

presenters Lauren Phillips and Shane 

Crawford (aired 20 November).

	 	 Presenter Richard Watts interviewed 

Director Debra Batton on 3RRR Smart 

Arts (24 November).

Image: 2016 NICA graduates Tara Silcock and Hugo Bladel on Channel 9 program Kids WB with hosts Lauren Phillips and Shane Crawford.

During 2016 NICA welcomed major television networks, 
newspapers, photographers, film crews and freelance 
journalists to a range of events and training sessions.  
The organisation continued to expand upon its reach  
and raise brand awareness, securing a diverse range  
of coverage.

In 2016 NICA worked with Miranda Brown Publicity  
and would like to thank the team for their hard work  
on several successful campaigns.

Image: 2016 NICA graduate Charice Rust. Aaron Walker Photography.
23NICA.COM.AU22
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CircaNICA continued to build its reputation 
as an Australian premier supplier of 
contemporary circus entertainment. In 2016, 
CircaNICA secured numerous contracts 
providing artists and creative services 
for corporate functions, private parties, 
educational, community and sporting events, 
creative productions and television.

Employing both NICA graduates and other circus industry 

professionals, the agency provides roving entertainment, 

feature acts, atmospheric installations, commissioned 

performances and talent management for clients across 

Australia and overseas.

C IRCA 
NICA

NICKELODEON KIDS  
TENNIS DAY
Sixteen CircaNICA acrobats and 

jugglers performed at the Nickelodeon 

Kids Tennis Day at Rod Laver Arena on 

16 January. 

The performers dressed up as ball boys  

and girls, and performed a group 

acrobatics and juggling routine, 

alongside dancers, trickers and 

Nickelodeon costume suit characters.

AUSTRALIA DAY 
LUNCHEON
The Department of Premier and Cabinet 

commissioned CircaNICA to create a 

vintage tennis themed aerial feature act 

for the launch of the Australia Post Tennis 

Legends Stamp Series at an Australia Day 

Luncheon. Directed by NICA’s Head of 

Performance Studies Megan Jones, the 

performance took place on 21 January at 

the Melbourne Convention Centre.

I would like to express 
my absolute gratitude 
and heartfelt thanks 
for the commitment, 
and professionalism 
of all of the artists 
represented  
by CircaNICA”

–  Leigh-Anne Vizer, Nickelodeon 

Events Management Pty. Ltd

CLIENT SECTOR REPORT

30% 
Event Management Agencies

24% 
Corporate Clients

13% 
Government 

12% 
Education

7% 
Production Companies

5% 
Sport

3% 
Private Clients

3% 
TV & Film 

3% 
NFP & Charities

H IGHLIGHTS

Image: CircaNICA artist and 2014 NICA graduate Dylan Rodriguez performing at the 2016 Australia Day Luncheon. Photo by Georgia Mill. Image: CircaNICA performer and 2013 NICA graduate Hannah 
Trott performing at Ms Collins. Photo by Oneshotmedia.
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INSIDE OUT FESTIVAL 
SINGAPORE
Five CircaNICA artists travelled to 

Singapore in June to perform a two-

week season at Inside Out Festival. The 

CircaNICA performers presented street 

theatre shows Task Force 2, Le Petit 

Circus and Ultimate Wheels at various 

outdoor locations in Singapore.

SCIENCEWORKS WINTER 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM
CircaNICA presented an interactive 

circus show investigating the science 

behind inventions for the winter holiday 

program at Scienceworks.

ANGLICARE GALA DINNER
CircaNICA created a special 

performance for the Annual Anglicare 

Victoria Gala Dinner in collaboration 

with percussionists from the Australian 

National Academy of Music.

So amazing! Thank you so 

much for your wonderful 
support CircaNICA.” 

– Meleea Wood, Anglicare Victoria

VICTORIAN TRAINING 
AWARDS 
The Department of Education and 

Training commissioned CircaNICA to 

create an opening act for the Victorian 

Training Awards at Crown Palladium 

on 26 August. Directed by NICA staff 

member Meredith Kitchen, the LED 

spectacular included a hand-to-hand 

duo, hula hoop artists, poi twirlers and 

acrobatic rollerbladers. The performers 

mesmerised the audience with their 

colourful glowing props and  

illuminated costumes. 

PREMIER’S RECEPTION
NICA graduate and CircaNICA artist 

Daniel Price was invited to perform at a 

prestigious government dinner, the 2016 

Victorian Invitation Program Premier’s 

Reception. Daniel performed aerial 

straps and Cyr wheel accompanied by 

the talented violinist Sally Cooper and 

a slideshow showing beautiful images 

of Melbourne. The event was held on 

16 March at Margaret Court Arena and 

hosted more than 200 senior buyers, 

investors and influencers from around 

the world who were looking to invest in 

ventures in Victoria.

Daniel was such a 
pleasure to work with. 
Please thank him from 
me again, I cannot wait 
to work with him again!”

 – Sophie Kurz,  

Solution Entertainment

It’s been so wonderful 
having El and Tom here 
over the holidays! I was 
in the conference room 
today and the screams 
of joy were echoing up 
from the amphitheatre 
– our audiences have 
been loving it!”

– Kate Barnard, Scienceworks

CIRCA NICA

NICA ANNUAL REPORT 2016

Image: CircaNICA performer and 2014 NICA graduate Olivia Watts performing at a QBE Insurance Group function. Photo by Oneshotmedia. Image (Top Right): CircaNICA performers and 2013 NICA graduates Hannah Trott and Kate Nelson performing at the Anglicare Gala.
Image (Right Bottom): CircaNICA performers Poppy Fairbarin and Zion Martyn performing at the Victorian Training Awards. Photo by Ciara Thorburn.
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NICA has now produced 
fourteen years of graduates 
from the Bachelor of 
Circus Arts degree course. 
Graduates are highly 
employable, knowledgeable 
and creative. They have 
found careers both nationally 
and internationally.

Here is a snap shot of some 
of the careers of NICA 
graduates during 2016.

CIRCUS ROYAL, 
SWITZERLAND
2013 Graduate Nick Rothlisberger 

performed as a solo swinging trapeze 

Artist with Circus Royal. Circus Royal is 

the second-largest circus company 

 in Switzerland.

TEOC CIRCUS
NICA graduates Anna Murray (2013), Josie 

Wardrope (2012), Alyssa Moore (2013), 

Olivia Watts (2014) and acrobat Rachael 

Boyd formed company TEOC Circus. 

Their inaugural performance, The Element 

of Consequence won the Gasworks Arts 

Park Circus Showdown 2016 and Anna 

Murray was awarded Best Emerging Circus 

Performer, supported by ACAPTA, at the 

2016 Melbourne Fringe Festival. 

TRASH TEST DUMMIES
2012 graduates Jamie Bretman, Jack 

Coleman and Simon Wright produced a 

highly successful three person children’s 

comedy show called Trash Test Dummies. 

Their previous achievements include 

winning first prize at the 2014 Gasworks 

Arts Park Circus Showdown and Best 

Children's Presentation at the 2015 

Adelaide Fringe Festival. In 2016, they 

toured the show extensively around 

Australia and overseas. International 

highlights included the Shanghai 

International Comedy Festival, Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival, Bahrain International 

Circuit, Udderbelly Festival Hong Kong, 

Underbelly’s London Wonderground 

Festival and the Auckland Comedy 

Festival. Within Australia, they performed 

at the Adelaide Fringe Festival, Melbourne 

International Comedy Festival, Woodford 

Folk Festival, Gold Coast Performing Arts 

Centre, Sydney Comedy Festival, National 

Folk Festival Canberra and a ‘Shows on the 

Go’ Country Arts WA Tour. In late 2016, the 

Trash Test Dummies secured an ongoing 

Guest Entertainer contract with P&O 

Cruises through the CircaNICA agency.

GR ADUATES FORMING 
INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL
2013 Graduate Laura Kmetko performed 

as a teeterboard flyer in Cirque du 

Soleil’s KOOZA which toured to Australia 

in 2016.

CIRCUS AOTEAROA  
AND THE GREAT  
MOSCOW CIRCUS
2015 Graduate Corie Hurry toured New 

Zealand in early 2016 performing his 

chair balance act with Circus Aotearoa. 

Later in the year, he secured a contract 

performing the same act with the Great 

Moscow Circus during their Victorian tour.

Touring in New Zealand with real 
ropes, winches and a two pole tent 
was the perfect balance of physical 
labour and performance work. We 
were given a day off each week to 
explore every town we visited and 
it's something special that I would 
like to do all over the world.”

Image: TOEC Circus. Aaron Walker Photography. Image: 2012 NICA Graduates Simon Wright (top), Jack Coleman (left) and Jamie Bretman (right) -Trash Test Dummies

SPOTLIGHT ON

SUR MESURE, FERIA 
MUSICA, LES FARFADAIS 
AND ON STAGE EVENTS
2012 NICA graduate Simon-James 

Reynolds had a busy year in 2016, 

working with four different companies. 

For the last three years, Simon-James 

has produced and been performing 

with the Belgian company Sur Mesure. 

In 2016, they toured their current 

production ‘Fillage’ to Belgium, Germany, 

The Netherlands, France, England, 

Slovakia, Switzerland and the USA. 

Simon-James was also invited to 

perform as a trampoline specialist with 

the opera-circus production of ‘Daral 

Shaga’ by Feria Musica. The opera-circus 

production toured Belgium and France 

within the National Theatre circuit.

In addition, during 2016 Simon-James 

also joined the cast of Les Farfadais, 

performing on a cruise ship throughout 

the Mediterranean Sea and Caribbean. 

Finally, Simon-James was invited to 

become an Associate and Artistic 

Director with the Belgian production 

company On Stage Events. Within this 

company he has the chance to create 

new productions, manage tours for 

established performances and promote 

a variety of artists throughout the world .

CAREERS 2016

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2016
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N ICA  
GRADUATE 
DESTINATIONS 
2016
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USA/ CANADA
Cavalia, touring internationally

Cirque du Soleil – Amaluna (touring)

Cirque du Soleil – Michael Jackson 
ONE, Las Vegas

 Cirque du Soleil – O, Las Vegas

Cirque du Soleil – TORUK – The First 
Flight (touring)

Cole Brothers Circus

 Long Lake Camp for the Arts, New York

Princess Cruises

EUROPE
Circus Boxtalino, Belgium

 Circus Royal, touring Switzerland

Cirque du Soleil – Amaluna (touring)

Cirque du Soleil – KOOZA (touring)

Feria Musica, touring Europe

 GOP Variety Theatre, Germany

Le Lido Cabaret, Paris France

Les Farfadais, touring Europe & USA

 On Stage Events, Belgium

Sur Mesure, touring Europe & USA

	Youth Circus Basilisk, Basel  
Switzerland (teaching)

AFRICA
 Gamo Circus School of Ethiopia, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia (management & teaching)

ASIA
Franco Dragone Entertainment Group –  
The Dai Show, China

	Franco Dragone Entertainment Group –  
The Han Show, China

	Franco Dragone Entertainment Group –  
The House of Dancing Water, China

 Ikura Circus, Osaka, Japan  
(management & teaching)

Kinoshita Circus, Japan

Ru Dong Acrobatic Arts School Shanghai

 Strange Fruit, touring to China

PACIFIC ISLANDS  
& NEW ZEALAND
Carnival Australia/ P&O Cruises

Circus Aotearoa, touring New Zealand

 Circus Quirkus, touring Australia & New Zealand

 Vivre Fort Entertainment Inc, Phillipines

MIDDLE EAST
Ferrari World, Abu Dhabi UAE

AUSTRALIA
Briefs, touring Australia & internationally

 Casus, touring Australia & internationally

Circus Quirkus, touring Australia & New Zealand

 Club Swizzle, touring Australia

Great Moscow Circus, touring Australia

La Soirée, touring internationally

Lennon Bros Circus, touring Australia

 Loritz Circus, touring Australia

Silvers Circus, touring Australia

Strange Fruit, touring internationally

QUEENSLAND
Casus, touring Australia & internationally

Circa, touring Australia & internationally

Company 2 – Scotch & Soda, touring Australia

Mossman Gorge PCYC (Recreation Officer)

VICTORIA
Australian Shakespeare Company

 Catch Children’s Entertainment Agency, 
Melbourne (management & performing)

Circus Oz, touring Australia & internationally

 Gymsports Academy of Movement & Excellent 
(teaching & admin)

  NICA (teaching, rigging & admin)

Showtech Australia (admin/ production)

Skylark Sports (teaching)

 Strut & fret – Blanc de Blanc, touring Australia  
& internationally

The Circus Spot, Melbourne (management  
& teaching)

NEW SOUTH WALES
	Flying Fruit Fly Circus, Albury (teaching  
& rigging)

TASMANIA
	Gymsports Management, Kingston Beach 
(teaching)

Slipstream Circus, Ulverstone (teaching)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Cirkidz, Adelaide (management & teaching)

Gravity & Other Myths, touring internationally

UK
Circus Zyair, touring UK

 NoFit State Circus, Wales, touring 
internationally

The Chipolatas, touring Australia  
& internationally

Tumble Circus, Ireland
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EDUCATION TEAM

Academic Leader

Dr Katrina Rank

Head of Circus Studies

James Brown

Head of Performance Studies

Megan Jones

VE Coordinator

Tegan Carmichael

Third Year Coordinator

Aaron Walker

Second Year Coordinator

Vasily Ivanov

First Year Coordinator

Diana Zhang

CERTIFICATE IV COORDINATORS

Alex Gullan  

Ludwig Schukin

CERTIFICATE III AND SOCIAL 
CIRCUS COORDINATOR

Andrea Ousley

MOVEMENT STUDIES  
COORDINATOR

Meredith Kitchen

PROJECT OFFICERS

Jenni Hillman

LeeAnn Di Stefano

Karen Ermacora

TEACHING STAFF

Stephen Burton

Gang (Charlie) Cheng

Liudmila Druzhina

Arturo Gomez

Martine Howard

Kathryn Niesche

Lu Rong

Earl Shatford

Daniel Power

Julian Wisdom

Jing Jing Xue

Sessional Teaching Staff

Jon Allingham

Dr Kim Baston

Helene Embling

Carita Farrer Spencer

John Paul Fischbach

Brett Franzi

Luke Ha

Jamie Hensen

Zebastian Hunter

Cui Qi Jin

Amy McPherson

Leon Radchenko

Christian Schooneveldt-Reid

Katherine Shone

Jess Smith

Hayden Spencer

PRODUCTION AND FACILITIES

Operations Managers (Facilities and 

Resources)

Carmel Duffy

Sonya Curry

Production Managers

Eduard Ingles

Wayne Appleton

Riggers

Andrew Bright

Kaleb Hawkins

N ICA TEAM 2016

COMMERCIAL AND  
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

CircaNICA Agent

Liz Louden

Short Course Coordinator

Paula McKaskill

HEALTH AND INJURY  
PREVENTION TEAM

Physiotherapists

Dr David Munro

Penny Dayan

Joanna Rashleigh

Bayden Campbell

Sports Medical Practitioner

Dr Kathy Yu

Sports Psychologist

Jacqui Louder

Strength and Conditioning  

Coaches

Annie Alderson

Benji Dutaillis

NICA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair

Professor Jennelle Kyd

Directors

Mr David Coltman (appointed 

26/02/2016)

Professor Robbie Robertson (appointed 

25/03/2015)

Mr Mike O'Loughlin (appointed 

27/07/2016)

Ms Kirsten Jeffery (appointed 

26/06/2013) (term ended 23/06/2016)

Mr Jeffrey Smart (appointed 

26/06/2013) (term ended 23/ 06/2016)

Mr Andrew Field (appointed 01/01/2016) 

(term ended 11/07/2016)

COMPANY SECRETARY

Mr Kornel Koffsovitz  

(term ended 26/07/2016)

Mr Michael Zhou  

(appointed 27/07/2016)

EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATION

Executive Director

Rose Stephens

Director (International Engagement)

Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM

Executive Assistants

Clare Toms

Jenny Vanderhorst

Anne Young

Business Manager

Andrew Simpson

Operations Manager (Human Resources)

Emily O’Connor

Marketing Manager

Georgia Mill

Marketing Assistant

Chloe Simpson

Finance Officer

Shashwat Patel

Senior Administrative Assistant

Catherine Anderson

Administration Assistants

Hannah Gott, Cécile Mairesse, Nicola 

Phillips, Cecilia Rossiter, Sophie Winzar

Image (left): NICA 2016 Youth Circus Finale, Blast Off.
Image: NICA students Karina Schiller and Elizabeth Jackson. 
Photo Aaron Walker Photography.
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Image: 2016 NICA graduates Hugo Bladel, Leigh Rhodes and Ryan Darwn. Aaron Walker Photography.

NATIONAL

Canberra, ACT

	 	Pass Juggling Convention Canberra

Albury, NSW

	 	Youth Circus Symposium, Flying Fruit  

Fly Circus

	 	National Training Project (NTP), Flying 

Fruit Fly Circus

Sydney, NSW

	 	The Australian Circus Festival

Adelaide, SA

	 	Adelaide Fringe Festival –  

Honey Pot Program

	 	Inaugural Australia – China  

Cultural Dialogue

Swan Bay, TAS

	 	Tasmanian Circus Festival

Melbourne, VIC

	 	Melbourne Juggling Convention

	 	Collingwood Football Club – 

professional development in the 

current equipment for strength and 

conditioning practices

	 	Industry Consultation Meeting – 

Performance Program Review

	 	ARTS8: the Australian Roundtable for 

Arts Training Excellence

INTERNATIONAL

Montreal, Canada

	 	Montreal Circus Festival

 Beijing, China

	 	Beijing International Art School

Shanghai, China

	 	Shanghai International Circus 

Education Forum

Puebla, Mexico

	 	Social Circus SCREAM Conference

Almere, The Netherlands

	 	European Juggling Convention

Taipei, Taiwan

	 	2016 International Conference on 

Performing Arts

Cambourne, UK

	 	Pass Out Juggling Convention

Staff and students participated in a number of conferences, presentations and forums in 2016. 

CONFERENCES, 
PRESENTATIONS 
AND FORUMS
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SUPPORTER & 
PARTNERSHIPS 

The National Institute of Circus of the Arts is supported by the Australian Government.

NICA would like to thank The Sun Foundation for its ongoing support.
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Image: 2016 NICA graduate Tara Silcock. Aaron Walker Photography.
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